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Congratulations!
Now, let's celebrate...
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Lights, camera, action!
Warner Bros. Movie World truly is Hollywood 
on the Gold Coast! 
This iconic theme park is bursting with a stellar cast of screen legends 
and amazing venues, while making our guests the stars of the night 
as you walk the red carpet to be greeted by some of Movie World's 
characters and escorted in style to dine under the sparkling sky of Stars 
Pavilion. 

Tonight! You will be inspired by the stories of our outstanding awardees, 
you will dance to global music and experience theatrical moments with 
Batman, Joker & Marilyn Monroe; all at the 2020 Gold Coast Student 
Excellence Awards hosted at this truly magical venue. 

Let the show begin!
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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

Jingeri! Welcome to the 2020 Gold Coast Student  
Excellence Awards! 

The Gold Coast Student Excellence Awards recognise and acknowledge our 
outstanding students through the positive impact and contributions they have 
made within the community and our city.  

I want to emphasise that regardless of whether you receive an award tonight or 
not, we acknowledge all of the nominees and congratulate them for the work they 
have done above and beyond their responsibilities as a student in the interest of 
our student community. I’d like to offer a special thank you to our 2020 Mayor’s 
Student Ambassadors for their commitment and contribution to this year’s program 
against all the obstacles that this year has thrown at us. You have led by example 
to your peers, demonstrating that persistence and hard work pays off, qualities that 
will keep you in good stead as you meet the challenges in the years to come.  
 
It's been a challenging year for all of us and nowhere more so than within our 
student community. Regardless of those challenges I believe that our experiences 
this year have galvanised us as a community. You’ve looked out for each 
other and supported each other when you most needed it – that’s what good 
communities do, and I congratulate you all for your resilience, your grace under 
pressure and your determination.
 
Thank you for choosing the Gold Coast as your study destination.

Mayor 
Tom Tate
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MESSAGE FROM STUDY GOLD COAST CEO

Thank you for joining us at this very special event.

Without putting too fine a point on it 2020 has been a tough year and yet we 
can take away so much from our achievements and that’s why it’s so good to be 
here tonight. Through all of the challenges, the trials and the tribulations we are 
here to recognise the students from our community who have made a difference 
in our lives.

I feel very optimistic as we gather here this evening to celebrate the successes, 
achievements and resilience of our incredible student community; we are grateful 
that you have chosen the Gold Coast as your study destination.

Congratulations to all the awardees and nominees of the 2020 Gold Coast 
Student Excellence Awards.

A big thank you to our 2020 Mayor’s Student Ambassadors for their contribution 
to our city. I look forward to staying connected with you through your exclusive 
membership into the Gold Coast Student Alumni Network.

Have a great evening and remember to look after each other. Thank you!

Study Gold Coast CEO
Alfred Slogrove
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EVENT HOST

Carla Tooma 

Carla Tooma is a Presenter, MC, Journalist and Radio Announcer. Seen and 
heard by thousands daily, Carla delivers the latest scoop on myGC.com.au and 
102.9 Hot Tomato. The multi-skilled media personality covers everything from 
current affairs and public interest stories, through to lifestyle and A-list red carpet 
events. She is one of the most sought after MCs in South East Queensland, 
regularly hosting major events across the region.

Carla holds a Bachelor of Journalism from Bond University and is a committee 
member for YP Gold Coast - the city’s leading advocacy group which aims to 
motivate, inspire and connect future city leaders. 
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AWARD CATEGORIES

The Gold Coast Student Excellence Awards aims to recognise and 
acknowledge the outstanding individuals in our citywide student community 
and the positive impact and contributions they have made. 

The awards have been open to both domestic and international students on the 
Gold Coast and are jointly presented by the Mayor of the City of Gold Coast and 
the CEO of Study Gold Coast.

The winners from each individual category have been selected by the Study Gold 
Coast panel.

 > Excellence In Enhancing Our Communities

A current Gold Coast student who has consistently demonstrated through their 
work experience, volunteering and/or community engagement to enhance the 
broader Gold Coast community. 

 > Excellence In Protecting Our Environment 

A current Gold Coast student who has consistently engaged in initiatives or 
programs that aim to spread awareness of the importance of protecting our 
beautiful beaches, marine environment and hinterland.

 > Excellence In Championing Diversity 

A current Gold Coast student who has advocated and championed the values of 
embracing diversity in varied forms within our community. 

 > Excellence In Peer To Peer Support 

A current Gold Coast student who has consistently given their time in areas of 
mental health & well being, academic support or similar towards other fellow 
students. 

 > Excellence In Fostering Creative Arts 

A current Gold Coast student who has mastered a particular art form and made a 
significant contribution to the vibrant arts community on the Gold Coast.
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AWARD WINNERS

Chamudi Samaratunga 
Bond University

Excellence In Enhancing Our Communities
Community engagement is extremely important to Chamudi 
Samaratunga. The Bond University law student first learnt the 
importance of the value of community engagement in Sri Lanka by 
participating in fundraising initiatives and providing food packages 
to the homeless. Those experiences inspired Chamudi to help 
those in need on the Gold Coast by volunteering her time at legal 
centres and on campus.

Chamudi is a fundraising coordinator and advice night volunteer at My Community Legal, where she 
assists lawyers to provide free legal advice to the Gold Coast community. “I believe everyone deserves 
access to legal services regardless of their socio-economic background, so it’s an extremely rewarding 
experience for me”, she says. Chamudi has also worked as a Consulting Director and Project Manager 
at 180 Degrees Consulting – the world’s largest not-for-profit consultancy, along with volunteering and 
providing her services to more than six other national and international NFPs. 

Susy James 
Envirotech Education

Excellence In Protecting Our Environment
Susy James has demonstrated courage and attitude in making 
a huge change in her career during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
After working with QANTAS for 25 years, Susy has become one 
of the top students in Envirotech’s Certificate III in Marine Habitat 
Conservation and Restoration course. Over the six months of 
studying with Envirotech, Susy has volunteered with cetacean 
conservation (through the Gold Coast’s Humpbacks and High 

Rises program), seabird rescue, Seagrass-Watch and is currently helping with the rehabilitation and 
release of four marine turtles. 

Susy also recently participated in a coral restoration project in the Whitsundays and is regularly involved 
in citizen science programs. The team at Envirotech say that Susy “is an inspiration to all of us!”.
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Lilliana Swainson  
Somerset College

Excellence in Championing Diversity
Lilliana Swainson’s philosophy is underpinned by the belief that 
all people are equal regardless of gender, race, religion or age 
and her focus is to generate dialogue in young children about the 
acceptance and integration of all people. Over the past year Lilliana, 
has shown dedication and leadership towards not only Somerset 
College, where she attends, but also other schools in the local 
area, including Clover Hill State School, as well as internationally 
in Singapore and Italy. 

While still only a teenager, Lilliana has already demonstrated her leadership qualities by working with 
students from Prep to Year 7 through her book talks and also her in class workshops that highlight the 
need for greater understanding of diversity and gender equality.

Narasimhan Ravi 
Griffith University

Excellence in Peer to Peer Support
Narasimhan Ravi has directly supported over 1,800 students on 
the Gold Coast and indirectly over 52,000 students worldwide in 
the areas of Academic Support, Mental Health and International 
Student Experience. In what has been an incredibly tumultuous 
year, Narasimhan has gone above and beyond in helping students 
get through challenging courses, transitioning to campus life, 
and enhancing their overall university experience through sport, 
education, and culture. 

As a senior PASS (Peer Assisted Study Sessions) leader at Griffith Business School, he’s transformed 
the lives of numerous students by facilitating online sessions (during lockdown) using evidence-based 
peer learning strategies through worksheets, kahoots and mock exams to aid student learning. As 
a committee member for the Mental Health Foundation of Australia, Narasimhan helped organise a 
national mental health symposium and walk for 100,000 people nationwide.

AWARD WINNERS
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Eden Tokatly 
Bond University

Excellence in Fostering Creative Arts
Eden’s multidisciplinary artwork strives to create the unexpected 
for the audience, while drawing attention to current global issues. 
These issues often centre around the law, as she studies a unique 
combination of Multimedia Arts and Law at Bond University. From 
using audio to raise awareness about sexism in the legal industry, 
or coded art that reflects the increase of domestic violence during 
isolation – Eden’s art makes confronting issues more accessible. 

Eden has been the Editor of Bond University’s student magazine for over two years and seeks to put 
a focus on the LGBTQI and BIPOC community in the local area. During COVID-19, Eden organised 
Art on The Grass, which sought to assist student mental health through art, as well as incorporating a 
beginner’s design workshop. In line with the event she also designed ‘The Conversation’, a magazine 
dedicated to assisting student well being. Eden is the founder of the Bound Crew, an organisation 
that seeks to bring together likeminded creatives and has just completed her first solo exhibition at the 
Transformer Space on the Gold Coast.

AWARD WINNERS

APPLICATIONS OPENING SOON!

STUDYGOLDCOAST.ORG.AU/MSA

MAYOR’S STUDENT AMBASSADORS 2021
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THANK YOU
Thank you for joining us on this special evening. We 
hope you enjoyed celebrating your achievements for 
the year and congratulations to our 2020 Gold Coast 

Student Excellence Awardees. 

To stay up to date on such student initiatives on the 
Gold Coast, please follow our social media channels 

or visit our websites: 

goldcoaststudenthub.com
@GoldCoastStudentHub

studygoldcoast.org.au 
@StudyGoldCoast
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