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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR.

Jingeri. Welcome to our End of Year Celebration!

With the year coming to an end, we gather tonight to celebrate your many 
achievements throughout 2019. As Mayor of the Gold Coast I’d like to 
thank you for your contribution to our wonderful city. With 32,000 students 
representing more than 130 different countries, the student community brings 
a culturally diverse and rewarding vibrancy to our beautiful part of the world.
 
The Gold Coast is a welcoming city that offers so many opportunities and 
there’s no question that we are a world-class study destination. One of the 
main reasons why this is true is because you’ve chosen to study here and 
become part of the fabric of our community by bringing new ideas, cultural 
influences and a willingness to embrace our lifestyle.
 
Many of you have travelled great distances to pursue your academic goals 
here on the Gold Coast and have remarkable stories to share.  Those stories 
are now part of our story, as we continue to evolve into a globally recognised 
city.  
 
Tonight we acknowledge your contribution to the Gold Coast’s culture and 
community with our first ever student awards.
 
Thank you for choosing the Gold Coast as your study destination and 
congratulations on your achievements throughout the year. 

Mayor 
Tom Tate
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MESSAGE FROM STUDY GOLD COAST CEO.

Thank you for joining us at this very special event.

This has been a tremendous year for our city and student community and 
tonight is your opportunity to celebrate those achievements. The Gold Coast 
has so much to offer our student community and every year we welcome and 
encourage you to embrace those opportunities.

One of the ways you can do that is through the Mayor’s Student Ambassador 
program, which offers you some fantastic and unique experiences. The 
program empowers you to develop your personal and professional skills while 
forging some remarkable friendships that will last long after your graduation. 

Applications for the 2020 program are now open and I strongly encourage you 
to consider all of the opportunities this amazing program provides. You only 
have to ask one of our Mayor’s Student Ambassador alumni about their own 
experience to realise what an extraordinary opportunity it is. 

You’ll find full program details and the application form at  
www.goldcoaststudenthub.com. Put your name down and who knows, you 
could be a Mayor’s Student Ambassador in 2020!

Enjoy tonight’s End of Year Celebration and on behalf of the Study Gold Coast 
team I’d like to thank you for your contribution to our student community. 

Study Gold Coast CEO
Alfred Slogrove
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PERFORMERS

Aunty Jackie McDonald - Welcome to Country
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Hanlon Brothers

The Hanlon Brothers are an institution 
on the Gold Coast. Their music spans 
multiple generations and continents, 
fusing hip-hop, R & B, soul and 
electronic elements into infectious 
dance worthy grooves. 

The Hanlons have played with some 
of Australia’s finest musical talents, 
including Amy Shark and the Cat 

Empire, while also holding their own on 
some of our biggest festival stages like 
Woodford and Bluesfest. 

As one of the city’s most popular live 
music drawcards the Hanlon Brothers 
take audience participation to the next 
level and that makes them the perfect 
choice for our End of Year Celebration.  
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EVENT HOST

Bern Young

Bern Young is an award-winning radio 
presenter who has always held a 
special place in her heart for the Gold 
Coast. 

Everyday she dives into the local 
issues and meets the people who 
make this city tick. 

She's also a professional MC who uses 

her intellect and warmth to connect 
with guests and engage audiences at 
national conferences, business lunches 
and major events. 

She was honoured to represent her 
city as the Voice of the Stadium at 
the Opening Ceremony of the 2018 
Commonwealth Games, broadcast to 
an estimated 1 billion people.
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AWARD CATEGORIES

The Gold Coast Student Excellence Awards aims to recognise and 
acknowledge the outstanding individuals in our citywide student community 
and the positive impact and contributions they have made. 

The awards have been open to both domestic and international students on the 
Gold Coast and are jointly presented by the Mayor of the City of Gold Coast and 
the Chairman of Study Gold Coast.

The winners from each individual category have been selected by the Study Gold 
Coast panel.

 > Excellence In Enhancing Our Communities

A current Gold Coast student who has consistently demonstrated through their 
work experience, volunteering and/or community engagement to enhance the 
broader Gold Coast community. 

 > Excellence In Protecting Our Environment 

A current Gold Coast student who has consistently engaged in initiatives or 
programs that aim to spread awareness of the importance of protecting our 
beautiful beaches, marine environment and hinterland.

 > Excellence In Championing Diversity 

A current Gold Coast student who has advocated and championed the values of 
embracing diversity in varied forms within our community. 

 > Excellence In Peer To Peer Support 

A current Gold Coast student who has consistently given their time in areas of 
mental health & well being, academic support or similar towards other fellow 
students. 

 > Excellence In Fostering Creative Arts 

A current Gold Coast student who has mastered a particular art form and made a 
significant contribution to the vibrant arts community on the Gold Coast.
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AWARD WINNERS

Bryton Ale 
Bond University

Excellence In Enhancing Our 
Communities Winner

Bryton is the President of the Bond 
University branch of 180 Degrees 
Consulting, the world's largest 
student-run consultancy for non-profit 
organisations and social enterprises. 
Bryton is also the Treasurer of Make-A-
Wish Australia's Gold Coast Volunteer 
branch.

Sally Gregory 
Southern Cross University

Excellence In Protecting Our 
Environment

During the past four years Sally 
has instigated over a dozen new 
environmental initiatives resulting in an 
extensive ripple effect for a greener, 
more sustainable campus to broaden 
the learning experiences of her fellow 
students while demonstrating “no one 
can do everything, but everyone can 
do something.” 

What’s your something?
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AWARD WINNERS

Erin Condrin 
Griffith University

Excellence In Championing 
Diversity

Erin recently finished a Bachelor of 
Psychological Science at Griffith 
University. She is an advocate for 
diversity and disability inclusion across 
Griffith University and the Gold Coast 
Health and Hospital Service and has 
presented at a range of conferences 
and events championing inclusion for 
disabled people in education and the 
workplace. 

Siobhan Dillon 
Griffith University

Excellence In Peer To Peer 
Support

Siobhan is a third year medical student 
at Griffith University. Having grown 
up on an island, she has a genuine 
passion for improving rural health. 

Siobhan established a bursary program 
for medical students completing rural 
placements and has also helped 
to organise a national rural medical 
student conference in Cairns this year.
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AWARD WINNERS

Emmanuelle Bryant 
TAFE Queensland

Excellence In Fostering Creative 
Arts

Emmanuelle is a French-born 
Australian who moved back to the 
Gold Coast after a 2-year stint in 
Darwin which she says was life-
defining. Upon returning home 
Emmanuelle decided to study Screen 
& Media (Film & TV Production) at 
TAFE because she want to share 
stories of culture, love and identity 
through her own lens. She is a strong 
believer in continuous learning, shared 
knowledge and doing the right thing.
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THANK YOU
Thank you for joining us on this special 

evening, we hope you enjoyed celebrating 
your achievements for the year and 

congratulations to our Gold Coast Student 
Excellence Award winners 2019.

To stay in the loop for student initiatives 
in the city, please follow our social media 

channels or visit our website

studygoldcoast.org.au
@studygoldcoast
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